second on epidural techniques. Both cover very similar material, and could be amalgamated into one chapter.
The chapter on regional anaesthesia for endovascular procedures describes the procedures and the complications of particular relevance to anaesthetists. The chapter on regional anaesthesia for paediatric cardiac surgery is based mainly on practice in the author's unit. The chapter on regional anaesthesia for thoracotomy reviews the various techniques, and includes discussion of management of the opioid tolerant patient.
The final chapter deals with the thorny question of regional anaesthesia and anticoagulation. Although it is based upon American practice, there is reference to European dosage regimens for thrombo-embolic prophylaxis.
This book reviews the current literature on this subject, but, possibly because of its multiple authorship, suffers from some repetition between the chapters. It is one that I would read in the library, but not one that I would purchase for my own collection.
L This is Volume VII in the series Careers in Anesthesiology published by the Wood Library Museum of Anesthesiology. This volume contains the autobiographical memoirs of three very prominent American anaesthetists, Bernard V. Wetchler, Jay Jacobi and Daniel C. Moore.
Wetchler was born and trained in New York City. He practised in Peoria, north of Chicago till 1996 when he transferred to Chicago. He was a pioneer in the organization and practice of anaesthesia for ambulatory surgery. He was selfless in his devotion to the promotion of anaesthesia and assumed numerous administrative positions. He rose to be President of the American Society of Anesthesiologists and Vice-President of the World Federation. He fought for the recognition of anaesthetists in the medical community and was a vocal opponent of nurse anaesthetists as primary anaesthetic carers.
By comparison, Jay Jacobi, this self-styled oldest practising Professor of Anesthesiology in the U.S. confines his comments to anaesthetic practice during World War II. He gives an excellent insight to the problems faced in war-time and how they were overcome. How different it was compared to the present mobile operating theatres. Having been in practice for so long, he has "crossed the bridge from medieval to modern practice".
Daniel Moore, the accidental anesthesiologist, was always going to be a surgeon. Born in Ohio, he practised for most of his life at the Mason Clinic in Seattle. He had a profound effect on the legitimizing of regional anaesthesia as a safe alternative to general.
He published widely and frequently and was regarded as a teacher of the highest calibre. He was the youngest President of the A.S.A. and was responsible for the siting of its present headquarters, which also houses the Wood Library Museum.
Like Wetchler, he was a vocal advocate for anaesthetic standards and the recognition of anaesthetists as specialists in their own right. As well, he opposed formal recognition of nurse anaesthetists as primary carers.
This present format of condensing three autobiographies into one volume has much to recommend it. The personalities of the contributors are sometimes lost in the details of their achievements, but if you look closely here, I think you will obtain some information. I have found this volume a very enjoyable read. P. F. REILLY Arnold Jansen Centre, Brisbane, Queensland 603 BOOK REVIEWS Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 31, No. 5, October 2003 
